
Renaissance French Styles



Chronology of French Design Periods



Early French Renaissance

Francois I 1494-1547
Henry II 1547-1559

Francis II 1559-1560 
Catherine de Medici (regent for Charles IX) 1560-1563 

Charles IX 1560-1574
Henry III 1574-1589



French Renaissance

Henry IV 1589-1610
Louis XIII 1610-1643 (Louis Treize “trez”)

Cardinal Mazarin and Anne of Austria (regent for Louis XIV) 1642-1661
Louis XIV 1643-1715 (Louis Quatorze “cotors”)

Régence Philippe II, Duke of Orléans 1715-1723 (“regency”)
Louis XV 1723-1774 (Louis Quinze “cans”)

Louis XVI 1774-1792 (Louis Seize “says”) executed
Directoire 1795-1799 (French Revolution 1789-1799)

Consulate (Napolean Bonaparte “First Consul”) 1799-1804
Empire (Napolean Bonaparte) 1804-1814

Restoration (Louis XVIII)  1814-1830



Louis XIII Style (1610-1643)



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIII



Louis XIV Style (1643-1715)



Louvre, Gallerie d’Apollon, Louis Le Vau and Charles LeBrun, 1662

Louis XIV



Versailles, Galerie des Glaces, 1685

Louis XIV



Louis XIV



Louis XIV



Louis XIV



Louis XIV



Louis XIV, Jaques 
Berain Wall Panel for 
Palace of Versailles

Louis XIV



Louis XIV



Fauteuils, with Les Os de Mouton stretchers Louis XIV



Louis XIV



Commode, 1709, André-Charles Boulle, Cabinet Maker Louis XIV



Régence Style (1715-1723)



Régence



Régence



Régence



Régence



Régence



Régence



Régence



Louis XV Style (1715-1774)



Bergere in Gondola, Claude-Louis Burgat, c. 1760-1770 Louis XV



Louis XV



Plat, Joseph Baumhaur, c. 1761 Louis XV



Commode, Martin Carlin, c. 1770 Louis XV



Chinoiserie and Singerie Louis XV



Francois Boucher, The Rape of Europa, 1734 Louis XV



Louis XV



Louis XV



Francois Boucher, Morning Coffee, 1739 Louis XV



Jean-Antoine Wauteau, Gersaint’s Shopsign, 1720 Louis XV



Jean-Antoine Wauteau, The Embarkation to Cythera (a “fête galante“) , 1717 Louis XV



Jean-Antoine Wauteau, The Embarkation to Cythera (detail), 1717 Louis XV



Jean-Honore 
Fragonard, The 
Reader, 1770-1772

Louis XV



Louis XV



Louis XV



Louis XV



Louis XV



Louis XV



Louis XVI Style (1774-1792)



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Hotel Baudard de Saint-James, Francois-Joseph Belanger, 1775-1780 Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI Chaise, Georges Jacob, c. 1780 Louis XVI



Louis XVI Commode for Marie Antoinette’s Chateau St. Cloud, 

Jean-Henri Riesener,1783-1787

Louis XVI



Louis XVI Drop Front Cabinet, Adam Weisweiler, c. 1790
Louis XVI



Louis XVI Bonheur du Jour, Martin Carlin, c. 1775 Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Louis XVI



Jaques-Louis David, Death of Socrates, 1787 Louis XVI



Jean-Antoine 
Houdon, 
George 
Washington, 
1785-1791

Louis XVI



Jean-Antoine 
Houdon, 
Voltaire, 1781

Louis XVI



Directoire Style (1795-1799)



Directoire



Directoire



Directoire



Directoire



Directoire



Directoire



Directoire



Directoire



Directoire



Directoire



Empire Style (1799-1814)



Empire



Empire



Empire



Empire



Empire



Empire



Empire



Empire



Empire



Empire



Circa WORLD 
STYLE

ENGLISH FRENCH GERMAN AMERICAN

1550 Gothic Elizabethan Renaissance Renaissance Pilgrim

1610 Gothic Jacobean Renaissance Renaissance Pilgrim

1620 Gothic Jacobean Louis XIII Renaissance Pilgrim

1625 Baroque Cromwellian Louis XIII Renaissance Pilgrim

1650 Baroque Commonwealth Louis XIV Baroque Pilgrim

1660 Baroque Restoration Louis XIV Baroque Early Colonial

1690 Baroque William & Mary Louis XIV Baroque Early Colonial

1715 Baroque Queen Anne Rengence Baroque William & Mary

1725 Rococo Queen Anne Louis XV Baroque William & Mary

1730 Rococo Queen Anne Louis XV Rococo Queen Anne

1740 Rococo Chippendale Louis XV Rococo Queen Anne

1750 Rococo Chippendale Louis XV Rococo Chippendale

1760 Neo Classic Chippendale Louis XV Neo-Classicism Chippendale

1790 Neo Classic Hepplewhite Louis XVI Neo-Classicism Federal

1795 Neo Classic Sheraton Directoire Neo-Classicism Federal/Hepplewhite

1800 Empire Sheraton Empire Empire Federal/Sheraton

1815 Regency Regency Restauration Biedermeier Federal/Neo Classic

1830 Eclectic Style Regency Louis Philipps Biedermeier Late Federal

1840 Eclectic Style William IV Louis Philipps Biedermeier Empire

1860 Eclectic Style Victorian 2nd Empire Revivale Victorian

1880 Arts & Crafts Arts & Crafts 3rd Republic Jugendstil Vict. / Arts & Crafts

1900 Art Nouveau Edwardian Art Nouveau Jugendstil Art Nouveau/Mission

1930 Art Moderne Edwardian Art Moderne Art Moderne Art Deco



French Provincial Style

Copied Louis XV styles

Less costly that the Parisian styles



Biedermeier Style

1815 – 1845

German and Austria reaction to English and 
French Rococo styles

Copied Empire Style

Comfortable

Beautiful woods with little ornament
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