FALL SEMESTER 2009
INTRODUCTION TO UNIX/Linux 

CIS177 – 001

	Instructor:  Kwadwo Antwi Mensah 
	Semester: Fall 2009  

	Phone: 708-456-0300, Ext 3627
	E-Mail Address:kantwi-m@triton.edu
Class Website: http://academics.triton.edu/faculty/kmensah

	Schedule Tuesdays  6:00–9 :50 PM
	Lecture: Room: M-142C 

	
	Lab: Room M-142C

	Office
	M-105

	Hours 
	MTWH:    9:00 A.M.- 10:00 A.M.



	
	MTWH:     2:00 P.M – 2:30 P.M.

	
	TH:            5:00 P.M.- 5:30 P.M

	
	M:              3:00 - 6:00 P.M – Virtual Hours

	
	Friday:       By Appointment


COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Provides an overview of operating system concepts. Presents implementation through the use of UNIX/Linux commands. Class studies operating system concepts such as file systems, variables, and permissions. Students will use a computer system to execute problem-solving exercises using UNIX/Linux commands, both in the shell and in the GUI (Graphical User Interface). Students will use learn and use commands that are necessary for maintaining a UNIX/Linux workstation including file and directory management commands, editors, pipes, filters and redirection commands, permissions, processes and elementary shell scripting. Course may be offered by mediated mode of instruction.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1
Describe the concepts and terminology relating to the operating system.

2.
Summarize features of file systems and command syntax.

3.
Identify and evaluate available help.

4.
Select and apply commands to navigate the directory structure and manipulate files and directories.

5.
Create and print text files using an editor.

6.
Describe the concepts and terminology relating pipes, filters and redirection.

7.
Apply and use commands that relate to pipes, filters and redirection.

8.
Identify types of users and their rights.

9.
Analyze and use file and directory permissions.

10.
Describe the purpose and function of symbolic and hard links.

11.
Describe the purpose and function of processes and variables.

12.
Utilize local administrative commands to maintain a local working system.

13.
Describe the purpose and function of shell scripts. 

Real-world, hands-on examples and troubleshooting problems are also included. After reading through the book, any knowledgeable user of Windows will be able to set up, maintain, and utilize all aspects of a Linux PC.
STUDENT RESOURCES:

Required Text

· Easttom, Chuck and Hoff, Bryan (2006), Moving from Windows to Linux, Second Edition. Charles River Media, Inc. Hingham, MA.

Optional Reference Texts

· Gillay, Carolyn Z. (2004).  Linux User’s Guide: Using the Command Line & Gnome with Red Hat Linux 9.0, Franklin, Beedle & Associates. Wilsonville, OR. (Required).
· Grannerman, Scott (2006).  Linux Phrasebook.  Sams Publishing, Indianapolis, IN.

· Diaz, Christopher (2007). Introduction to UNIX/Linux.  Charles River Media, Inc. Boston, MA

EVALUATION:  Your final grade in this course will be based on the following:


Assignments




20%


Quizzes




10%


Project





20%

Exam 1




25%

Exam 2




25%

CELL PHONE AND PAGERS - Please - no cell phones or pagers in class. It is extremely distracting to other students (and to me) to have phones or pagers ring and answered in class.

MISSED TESTS: Quizzes will be given at the end of each chapter. No make-up quizzes will be given. Lowest two quiz grades will be dropped. No make-up tests will be given. If Exam 1 is missed, the weight of Exam 2 will be increased to 50% of your grade.

LATE HOMEWORK: Homework is due on the assigned dates. Homework is pass/fail. If you turn homework in one week late, you will get “half” a pass. Homework will not be accepted after the second week due. 

ASSIGNMENTS:  Applications must follow this format to be accepted as homework:

1.
Although homework is pass/fail, homework is not optional. If you do not do the homework nor turn it in, you will lose 20% of your grade. This means that if you get a 100% on all quizzes, exams, and the project, the best grade you can receive is a “C”.

2. 
Multiple choice tests may be turned in on a Scantron form (Number 882-E). Scantrons must be new. You cannot reuse a Scantron. Only one test per Scantron.  The most important thing is to be sure to place your name and chapter number on the scrantron. Use the following format:



Name:

Your name.



Subject:
Chapter 1 Assignment

Test No.
Linux


Date:

Monday


Hour:

7:00-10:00


In ceratin situations, the test will be taken online and and graded so you can get feeback right away.

3.
Assignments that are not labeled as indicated in number 4 above, will be returned to you and will NOT BE GRADED and you will receive a zero.

4.
Homework will be due prior to going over the homework in class. Any assignemtns handed in after that time will get a “half” pass.

The following schedule is the suggested semester schedule.  It may vary as noted in a class, particularly when assignments are due.
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	Week-Date
	Topic/Activity
	Assignment

	
	
	

	1
8-25

	Introduction to the Course

Making the move from Windows to Linux 
	Chapter 1, 2 and Appendix A - About the 
DVD-ROM 



	
	Linux distributions
Installing Linux 
	Homework, Hand-out 

	
	
	

	2
9-1
	Installing Linux 
Basics of Linux Operating System 


	Chapter 3, 4 Appendix B Other Resources 

Appendix C Glossary of Linux and Operating System Terms

Homework 

	
	
	

	3    9-8
	System Configuration in KDE
Using KDE for Everything done in Windows
	Chapter 5 and 6

 Homework

Appendix E PC Hardware Index

	
	
	

	4    9-15
	Linux Administration from KDE 


	Chapter 7 

Homework

	
	
	

	5
9-22
	EXAM 1

The GNOME Interface 
	Chapters 1-7
Chapter 8

	6    9-29
	Moving from Microsoft Word to Open Office Writer 
	Chapter 9 and 10

	
	Chapter 10 Spreadsheets with Open Office Calc 
	

	7    10-6
	Moving from Microsoft PowerPoint to Open Office Impress 

Other Open Office Applications and Important Linux Applications 
	Chapter 11 and 12


	8   10-13
	 Web Browsers, Email, and Internet Applications 
Moving from Adobe Photoshop to GIMP 
	Chapter 13 and 14


	9   10-20
	Miscellaneous Linux Applications 

Web Servers in Linux 


	Chapter 15 and 16



	
	
	

	10   10-27
	Web Servers in Linux 

Fun and Games in Linux 

Exam II
	Chapter 16 and 17

Chpaters 8-15

	11   11-03
	Linux Shell Commands 


	Chapter 18


	
	
	

	12   11-10
	System Admnistration from the Shell
	Chapter 19 



	
	
	

	13
11-17
	Basic Shell Scripting
	Chapter 20

	
	
	

	14
11-24
	Advanced Shell Functions 9


	Chapter 21 



	
	
	

	15   12-01
	Samba, Printing, and More
	Chapter 22 



	16   12-08
	Review for Final
	

	16 12-17-20
	FINAL EXAM 
	TBA


Additional computers can be found in Educational Technology Resource Center (ETRC)
Phone: 708-456-0300 Ext 3409 or 3265

Fall/Spring Semester Hours 
Computer Lab
Monday - Thursday: 8 a.m. -10 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday: 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday: Noon – 4 p.m. 

Testing & Video Viewing Hours
Monday - Thursday: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday: 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunday: Noon – 2 p.m.

Triton College Academic Honesty

Addendum to Course Syllabus

Academic achievement is built on personal commitment, honest work and academic development. The Triton College faculty promotes and expects these qualities in their students. Personal commitment belongs to the student; without it, achievement is improbable. Academic development flows from the teaching and learning process; faculty and students contribute to this equally.

Underlying academic achievement, however, is the need for honest, independent work from the student. What this means is on one level, simple. Cheating, in all its forms, is unacceptable. Cheating usually applies to tests. Examples include copying someone else’s work or answers, using materials hidden on one’s person, obtaining and using tests and answers in an unauthorized fashion, and appearing for a test in the place of someone else. These and other such fraudulent acts violate the basic expectations of the college. On another level, dishonesty is less simple to define, explain and even discover. This level is, however, as serious, and needs to be clearly understood. This is the level of plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is understood as presenting someone else’s words, data, work and ideas as one’s own. It is important to remember that the rule applies not only to the actual material of the original, but to the structure of its ideas and to those ideas themselves, even in paraphrase. When using such material, a student must always identify the source clearly and acknowledge the fact that the material is borrowed. What it means, of course, is that simply copying such material is not sufficient proof of academic development and achievement on the part of the student. Independent work always is expected.

The consequences of violation of the expectations of academic honesty begin with the concerned instructor. The instructor will inform the student privately of his/her findings and attempt a resolution of the problem. Depending upon the nature of the case, such resolution could carry the penalty of failing grade for that assignment or for the course. The instructor will notify the student of his/her decision and will file an Incident Report with the department chairperson and academic dean. The decision of the academic dean is final. Thereafter, any student grievance must follow regular procedures as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct. Any actions beyond the assignment of a grade, e.g. a recommendation for suspension from the course, will be referred in writing by the instructor to the dean of student services as an Incident Report.
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