Course Syllabus for Fall 2005

Introduction to College Writing II

Course Number(s):  RHT 096 009; RHT 096 012; RHT 096 015  

Instructor:  A. R. McMath

E-mail:  amcmath@triton.edu

Office:  Liberal Arts Building, L-102D (Office hours will be posted on office door)

Telephone Number:  708/456-0300, Ext:  3706

Dates:  08/29/05 to 12/21/05

Class Meets:  Monday-Wednesday-Friday

Time:  10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.; 11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.; 12:00 n – 12:50 p.m.

Location:  Rooms L-316 and B-111 

Required Text:  College Writing Skills (6th Edition) – John Langan

           Dictionary, Thesaurus (optional), Folder
Class Schedule for Fall 2005

Week 1

August 29

· Introduction, Attendance, Discussion of semester, syllabus, and class policies.

· Overview of textbook and Review of Handbook, pages 409-566   

August 31

· Entrance Assessment Essay

· Homework:  Read Chapter 1 – Introduction to Writing, pages 3-21

September 2

· Mechanical Assessment

· Discuss assigned reading on pages 3-21

· Homework:  Read Chapter 2 – The Writing Process on pages 22-47

Week 2

September 5 – HOLIDAY (No classes)

September 7

· Discuss the Writing Process on pages 22-47 and be prepared to complete some of the activities

· Brief Overview of the Four Steps in Essay Writing

· Homework:  Read Chapter 3, pages 48-75

September 9

· Quiz on Chapters 1 and 2

· Discuss assigned reading and activities in Chapter 3

· Homework:  Read Chapter 4, pages 76-92

Week 3

September 12

· Discuss assigned reading and activities in Chapter 4

· In-class work on activities on pages 93-100 – Practice in Connecting Specific Evidence

· Homework:   Read Chapter 5, pages 101 – 134

September 14

· Discuss assigned reading and activities in Chapter 5

· Homework:  Read Chapter 6 pages 135 – 160

September 16

· In Class Writing Assessment

· Homework:  Read Chapter 7, Introduction to Essay Development, pages 163-169 and start reading Chapter 8, Description, pages 170-190

Special Note:  In Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16, there are 10 questions asked about the 2 Student Essays and 10 questions asked about the Professional Essays.  All of these questions should be completed in your journal of notebook.                                       

Week 4

September 19 

· Discuss assigned readings from Chapters 7 and start Chapter 8 discussion

· Homework:  Complete assigned reading from Chapter 8 

September 21

· Continue Chapter 8 discussion 

September 23

· Complete assigned Writing Assessment (Chapter 8)

· Homework:  Read Chapter 9, Narration, pages 191-206 

Week 5

September 26

· Quiz on Chapter 9

· Discuss assigned reading in Chapter 9

· Discuss the use of a timeline for Narrative Writing 

· Homework:  Make a Timeline of your own personal life

September 28

· Continue Chapter 9 discussion and check timelines

· Discuss and select a topic for writing the Narrative Essay 

· Homework:  Read Chapter 10 – Examples, pages 207-226

September 30

· Quiz on Chapter 10

· Start discussion assigned reading in Chapter 10 

Week 6

October 3

· Complete Chapter 10 discussion

· In Class Example Activity

· Homework:  Read Chapter 11 – Process, pages 227-244 

October 5

· Narrative Essay Due (Your essay must be typed, double spaced using a font size 12)

· Start discussion of assigned reading in Chapter 11

· Activity

October 7

· Continue Chapter 11 discussion

Week  7

October 10

· In Class Work and Process Writing Assessment

· Homework:  Read Chapter 12 – Cause and Effect, pages 245-263    

October 12

· Start discussion of assigned reading in Chapter 12

· Review More Work on Development of Thesis Statement, Essays, and the Mechanic of Writing (See Handbook)

· Homework:  Complete assigned reading in Chapter 12 
October 14

· Quiz and/or Writing Assessment on Cause and Effect

Week 8

October 17 

· In-Class Work

October 19

· Review for Midterm

October 21 

· Midterm Exam

· Homework:  Read Chapter 13 – Comparison and Contrast, pages 264-285 

Week 9

October 24

· Start discussion of assigned reading from Chapter 13

· Discuss Strategies for Writing Comparison/Contrast Essay

· Midterm Exam Review

October 26

· Quiz/Assessment on Comparison/Contrasting Writing

· In-Class Activity

October 28

· Complete Chapter 13 discussion

· Homework:  Read Chapter 14 – Definition, pages 286-302

Week 10

October 31

· Discussion started on assigned reading

· Definition Activity 

November 2

· In-Class Writing Assessment  

November 4

· Complete discussion of Definition Writing 

· Homework:  Read Chapter 15 - Division and Classification, pages 303-318

Week 11

November 7

· Division/Classification Activity

· Discuss Division and Classification Writing 

· Homework:  Read Argumentation, pages 319-338 

November 9

· Start discussion of Argumentation Essay/Project

November 11

· Discussion continued Argumentation Essay, pages 319-338

· Homework:  Read Professional Essay and answer questions, pages 332-334 and Select a Topic for Argumentation Paper

Week 12

November 14

· Topics checked and approved and In-Class Work on outlines 

· Discuss Professional Argumentation Essay

· Homework:  Prepare a basic outline for Argumentation Paper.  This will be checked in the next class session.  

November 16

· Continue Argumentation discussion and start writing the First Draft of Argumentation Essay 

· Homework:  Read pages 384-408 - Writing a Research Paper

November 18

· Discuss pages 384-408 (Cite and Document Your Sources Correctly)

· Integrating and Citing Sources Within Your Paper (direct quotation, indirect quotation, paraphrasing, summarizing)

· Documenting Sources in Your List of Works Cited Using the Modern Language Association (MLA) Format

· Homework: Read/Review Chapter 21 on Using the Library and the Internet, page 369-383 and Chapter 18 on Writing A Summary, pages 349-351

Week 13

November 21

· Discuss assigned readings from Chapters 21 and 18 

· Homework:  To be assigned

November 23 – Thanksgiving Holiday (no classes)

November 25 – Thanksgiving Holiday (no classes)

Week 14

November 28

· In-Class Work on Argumentation Paper/Lab Time

November 30

· In-Class Work on Argumentation Paper

December 2

· Typed Argumentation Project Due with items attached in the following order:

· Typed Outline with Thesis Statement (See handout for example.)

· Typed Argumentation Paper 

· Typed Works Cited Page 
· Articles Annotated and Attached 

· This paper is worth the points of two essays.

· Evaluation of Argumentation Project

Note:  Your entire paper must be typed, double-spaced using the MLA Style format and font size 12.

Week 15

December 5

· Review of the Writing Process

· Grammar and Mechanical Review

· Review Chapter 17 on Taking Essay Exams and Essay Evaluation, pages 341-348

December 7

· Mechanical Assessment

December 9

· In-Class Work (Please purchase the blue book at the bookstore.)

Weeks 16 

December 12

· Review for Final Exam

December 14

· Final Exam

December 16

· Conferences started (by appointments only) 

Week 17

December 19 

· Conferences continued (by appointments only)

December 21

· Conferences completed (by appointment only)
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