Introduction to Law and Ethics

-Why study law and ethics

-2 important reasons to study law and ethics

-Help you function at the highest possible professional level

-Help you avoid legal entanglements that can threaten your ability to earn a living as a successful health care practitioner

-Knowledge of law and ethics can help you gain perspective in the following areas

-The rights, responsibilities and concerns of health care consumers

-Legal and ethical issues facing society, patients and health care practitioners as the world changes

-The impact of rising costs on the laws and ethics of health care delivery

-Comparing aspects of law and ethics

-Law- rule of conduct or action prescribed or formally recognized as binding or enforced by a controlling authority

-Ethics- standards of behavior, developed as a result of one’s concept of right and wrong

-Moral values- one’s personal concept of right and wrong, formed through the influence of the family, culture, and society

-Codes of ethics- a system of principles intended to govern the behavior of those entrusted with providing care to the sick

-Hippocratic oath- a pledge for physicians, developed by the Greek physician Hippocrates

-Bioethics- a discipline dealing with the ethical implications of biological research methods and results, especially in medicine

-The role of ethics committees- a medical ethicist, bioethicist, or ethics committee; give advise on ethical dilemmas that are not so much a question of right or wrong but more a question of “Which of these alternatives will do the most good and the least harm?”

-Medical ethicist or bioethicist- specialist who consult with physicians and others to help with difficult ethical decisions

-Ethics committees- made up of individuals involved in a patient’s care, including health care practitioners, family members, clergy, and others, formed to review issues in difficult cases

-Etiquette- standards of behavior considered good manners among members of a profession as they function as individuals in society

-Refer to the chart on p. 7 

-Qualities of successful health care practitioners

-Courtesy

-Compassion

-Common sense

-Refer to court case

-Patient sues hospital, p. 5

-County liable in ambulance delay, p. 6

-Heart valve defect creates cause of action, p. 6

