Physicians’ Public Duties and Responsibilities

-Vital statistics- numbers collected for the population of live births, deaths, fetal deaths, marriages, divorces, induced terminations of pregnancy, and any change in civil status that occurs during an individual’s lifetime

-Births

-Deaths

-Forensic medicine

-Public health statues
-Communicable and other notifiable diseases

-National childhood vaccine injury act of 1986- a federal law passed in 1986 that created a no-fault compensation program for citizens injured or killed by vaccines, as an alternative to suing vaccine manufacturers and providers

-Reportable injuries
-Child abuse

-Spousal abuse

-Elder abuse

-The unborn victims of violence act

-Identifying abuse

-Drug regulations

-Food and drug administration (FDA) - a federal agency within the Department of Health and Human Services that oversees drug quality and standardization and must approve drugs before they are released for public use

-Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) - a branch of the U.S. Department of Justice that regulates the sale and use of drugs

-Controlled substances act- the federal law giving authority to the DEA to regulate the sale and use of drugs

-Refer to table 8-1 on p. 222, referring to the drug schedules defined under the controlled substances act

-Refer to court case

-Autopsy performed without permission leads to lawsuit, p. 211
-State law mandates notification of sexual partners by HIV carrier, p. 214

-Case establishes right of state to quarantine, p. 215

